Legal Services Commission Circular 09/09
23 October 2009 

Dear Practitioner

The Magistrate’s Court and County Court Appeals (Criminal Legal Aid) (Costs) Rules (Northern Ireland) 2009 

Purpose

The purpose of this circular is to establish the local court for each solicitor firm in Northern Ireland.
Background

The Magistrate’s Court and County Court Appeals (Criminal Legal Aid) (Costs) Rules (Northern Ireland) 2009 came into effect on 30 September 2009.  Para 21(1) states, “where a solicitor attended court other than the solicitor’s local court” the Commission 
(a)
shall allow travelling time on each such occasion at the rate of £24.75 per hour; and 

(b) 
may allow an amount to cover any travelling expenses actually and reasonably incurred and necessarily and exclusively attributable to the solicitor’s attendance at that court.

Attention is also drawn to Para 21 (2) which states that, for the purpose of sub-paragraph (1), a solicitor’s local court shall be determined by the Commission in accordance with a list which it shall establish and maintain, recording the local court for each solicitor firm in Northern Ireland.
Requirement
In order to establish a local court for each solicitor firm, you are required to complete the section below by indicating the local Magistrates Court and County Court deemed to be in closest proximity to your firm’s office.  Your response may be emailed to janelogan@nilsc.org.uk or juliecairns@nilsc.org.uk or returned to the Commission at the following address:
Northern Ireland Legal Services Commission
Criminal Section 


8 Laganbank Road


May’s Meadow


BELFAST
BT1  3BN

Yours sincerely 

Paul Andrews

Interim Chief Executive 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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